
PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID

Phoenix, AZ
Permit No. 1424

ECRWSSEDDM
Postal Customer

Village   Reporter
Youngtown

June 2022
youngtownaz.org In the Heart of the Northwest Valley

In The 
Works
Page 7

Dog Park 
News
Page 5

Discover U Elementary School
On April 8, 2022, 

Discover U Elementary 
held our spring 2022 

NWEA Recognition Ceremony 
for the kindergarten through 
sixth grade students. Special 
guests included Mayor Mike 
LeVault of Youngtown, Mr. 
Austin Roe, outreach director for 
Congresswoman Debbie Lesko, 
and Mrs. Ashley Beal, Northwest 
YMCA. During the recognition 
ceremony, students received 
certifi cates of achievement for 
math or reading, certifi cates of 
excellence for PE, awards for PBIS, 
our positive behavior system, 
and certifi cates of Elite Explorers. 
Students who participated in 
DU’s Got Talent show were also 
given another opportunity to 
showcase their acts!

Mayor Mike LeVault 
and Mr. Roe presented our 
highest achievement, Elite 
Explorer, to students who 
met both math and reading 
benchmarks as well as showed 

>> See School on page 6
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From the Mayor…

State of the Town

Michael Francis
Councilmember

The state of the Town 
of Youngtown is good. 
Youngtown is in the 

best fi scal shape ever with a 
very healthy rainy-day fund and 
no debt. Our tax burden, on our 
residents, is one of the lowest 
in the state with no municipal 
primary property tax.

The bulk of our infrastructure 
has been modernized and 
remains well maintained. We 
continue to build sidewalks, in the 
older parts of Youngtown, with 
our goal being the completion of 
fully ADA compliant sidewalks 
on both sides of every street in 
Town. Ultimately, we will have 
built some 80,000 linear feet 
(over 15 miles) of sidewalks. Of 
course, we are paying for this 
construction as we go, without 
taking on debt, and are fi nancing 
the bulk of the project through 
annual federal block grant 
awards.

Several signifi cant residential 
and commercial construction 
projects continue to work 
their way through the pipeline 
which will generate signifi cant 
construction sales tax revenue 
for the Town. We continue to 
closely watch and measure the 
impact these projects will have 
on traffi c throughout Town.

Ultimately though, the true 
measure of the state of the Town 

is the enhancement of quality of 
life for our residents. Our country, 
and the entire world, has just 
come through one of the most 
unique and profound periods in 
human history, namely, the Covid 
pandemic. Now, as a country, we 
are dealing with unprecedented 
levels of homelessness, high 
rates of illicit drug addiction 
and a signifi cant spike in 
crime. Arizona continues to see 
record growth in its homeless 
population and, as a border state 

with Mexico, is seeing a fl ood 
of illicit drugs such as fentanyl 
and meth-amphetamine. Along 
with these problems comes an 
inevitable spike in crime.

In Youngtown, we are working 
hard to mitigate against these 
problems. We offer outreach 
and resources to the homeless, 
who are willing to accept 
it, and aggressively enforce 
no-trespassing statutes and 
ordinances.  We have deployed 
very signifi cant, additional 

law enforcement and security 
resources to guard against 
lawlessness and push back 
on the bad actors. We have 
deployed several dozen LPR 
(license plate reader) cameras 
covering virtually every street 
coming into and/or exiting 
Youngtown. We will also 
continue to encourage, and help 
organize, neighborhood watch 
cells throughout the community. 

We watch carefully what is 
happening around us here in 
the northwest valley, in the 
state of Arizona and across the 
country. We work closely, with 
leaders in other municipalities, 
to effectively address these 
problems on a regional basis. 

Governing, at the local level, 
is hard work and requires a fully 
engaged Mayor and Council.  
In order to be effective, in 
maintaining and enhancing 
quality of life for our residents, 
we must honestly assess the 
problems we face and be creative 
in solving them. Unfortunately, 
these problems are likely to 
worsen, at least in the short 
term, thus making it vitally 
important that we continue to 
have a fully functional Council 
whose problem-solving policies 
remain devoid of politics and 
are effectively and properly 
administered by staff.

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY
Email your article to Jeanne Blackman: jblackman@youngtownaz.org

Th e right to accept or reject rests with the publication editor.
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Two deadly fi res underscore impact of air fl ow 
and necessity of home fi re sprinklers

Two deadly fi res 
that recently 
occurred in the 

Midwest prompted me to 
resend this NFPA article.

The fi rst incident, 
as I understand it, 
involved a fi re in a non-
sprinklered, four-story, 
eight-unit, wood-frame 
condo built around 1980. 
The fi re began on the 
fourth fl oor in an open 
wooden stairway in the 
center of the units. Upon 
smelling smoke, a well-
intentioned, untrained, 
unprotected customer of 
fi re-suppression services 
(aka the occupant) 
opened his front door to 
discover a fi re involving 
the wooden deck of the 
stairway and some vinyl 
siding. Leaving his door 
open, the occupant ran 
to his kitchen to get a 
pot of water. He threw 
the water on the fi re but 
couldn’t control it. Again 
leaving the door open, 
the occupant returned 
to his kitchen for more 
water.

In the meantime, the 
condo began fi lling with 
smoke. The occupant 
opened the balcony door 
opposite the front door 
in an attempt to clear 
the smoke. He stepped 
onto the balcony to get 
some fresh air and rub 
his burning eyes. The fi re 
in the condo developed 
rapidly, and the occupant 
turned his attention to 
the four children sleeping 
in two bedrooms. Unable 
to reenter the condo due 
to the intensifying heat 

and smoke, the occupant 
climbed down the 
balcony to escape.

The highly trained, 
well-equipped deliverers 
of fi re-suppression 
services (aka the fi re 
department) arrived 
within minutes. The team 
made an aggressive fi re 
attack and search-and-
rescue operation. They 
found the four children 
and two adults trapped in 
a unit. The children were 
treated and transported 
to the hospital, but 
unfortunately all 
four died. The second 
incident involved a fi re 
in a non-sprinklered, 
two-story, wood-frame, 
3 , 2 0 0 - s q u a r e - f o o t , 
single-family dwelling 
built in 1994. The fi re 
began on the fi rst fl oor. 
Upon discovering the 
fi re, a well-intentioned, 
untrained, unprotected 
customer of fi re-
suppression services (aka 
the occupant) opened 
both the front and back 
doors in an attempt to 
get the dogs out of the 

house. The fi re developed 
quickly but the occupant 
escaped. However, a guest 
in the home that was 
reporting the fi re to 911 
died. The highly trained, 
well-equipped deliverers 
of fi re-suppression 
services (aka the fi re 
department) arrived in 
minutes to fi nd the home 
75 percent involved. They 
were unable to conduct 
an interior fi re attack or 
primary search. The body 
of the guest trapped on 
the second fl oor was later 
recovered. These two 
incidents and countless 
others like them got 
me thinking about air 
fl ow, fi re dynamics, 
human behavior, and 
fi re sprinklers. Many 
have long understood 
the effects of air fl ow on 
fi re development. My 
grandfather knew fresh 
air made an interior fi re 
grow when, as a fi re chief 
in the 1950s, he used to 
order his fi refi ghters not 
to open anything in a 
home. Those of us who 
responded to home fi res 

in the 1980s understood 
why this was important 
every time a police offi cer 
would arrive ahead of 
us and kick in the doors 
to search for occupants. 
There were no occupants 
most of the time, but 
there was a working fi re 
to attack. More recently, 
those researching fi re 
have coined the term 
“fl ow path.” I love this 
term, as it clearly depicts 
the concept that fi re 
development along the 
pathway of air fl ow 
increases signifi cantly, 
rapidly, and (often) 
fatally. This problem is 
intensifi ed when the fl ow 
path is affected by strong 
air currents, prompting 
the term, “wind-driven 
fi res.” Flow paths can be 
created naturally when, 
for example, a window 
fails from the heat of the 
developing fi re. Or they 
can be created manually, 
such as when a door 
or window is opened. 
Researchers are stressing 
the importance of fi re 
suppression personnel 

understanding the impact 
of fl ow paths and impact 
on fi refi ghting tactics 
and fi refi ghter safety. 
So much so, that the 
tactical acronyms rooted 
in 60 years of fi refi ghter 
training are now being 
changed to emphasize the 
importance of identifying 
and controlling fl ow 
paths. Failure to identify 
and control fl ow paths 
is now being recognized 
as a main contributing 
factor in several line-of-
duty fi refi ghter deaths. 
That being stated, what 
is the most effective and 
safest manner to control 
fi re development due 
to air fl ow? One way is 
to control the air fl ow. 
Educating fi refi ghters and 
civilians on fl ow paths is 
a good fi rst step. They can 
consciously coordinate 
the opening and closing 
of doors, windows, and 
other ventilation features 
of a building during a 
fi re. This method will 
have limitations, since 
civilians might not react 
accordingly during 

unexpected and stressful 
fi res.

Another method 
is to control the fi re 
before the air fl ow has 
a signifi cant impact on 
its growth and spread. 
Fire sprinklers could 
achieve this task within 
minutes of ignition. 
Outcomes would not 
be signifi cantly affected 
by the reaction of well-
intentioned, untrained, 
unprotected customers of 
fi re-suppression services 
(occupants). This would 
also be more effective and 
effi cient than awaiting 
even the fastest response 
of highly trained, well-
equipped deliverers of 
fi re-suppression services 
(fi refi ghters), even with 
our pre-connected 
hoselines.

We need to continue 
efforts to educate people 
on air fl ow and home 
fi re sprinklers or we will 
continue to experience 
the same types of fi re I’ve 
mentioned for decades to 
come.

(Source: NFPA)

By: Jim Fox
Fire Marshal 

Sun City Fire District



We recently held 90th birthday celebrations for two 
of our long time volunteers, Charlotte Johnson and 
Priscilla Fenner.  Each of their birthdays fell on their 
volunteer day!  They received a cupcake and a gift 
certifi cate to Father Sarducci’s restaurant.  Thank 
you, ladies, for your service to the library and the 
community!

JUNE OBSERVATIONS
June 12:    National Peanut Butter Cookie Day
June 19:    Father’s Day
June 27:    Helen Keller Day

UPCOMING EVENTS
WILDMAN PHIL will be bringing back his collection 
of wild animals on Wednesday, June 15th at 11:00 
AM in the Council Chambers.

JULY IS NATIONAL ICE CREAM MONTH.  We will once 
again have our FREE ice cream event next month!

CRAFT CLUB is every Monday night from 5:00 – 7:00 
PM in the Clubhouse.

LOCATION
Both the library and historical museum are located 
in Town Square, between Alabama and Youngtown 
Avenue, just west of 112th Avenue.  For additional 
information about the Library or history of 
Youngtown, call (623) 974-3401.

LIBRARY HOURS
Monday – Thursday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM  
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Youngtown Public Library
June 2022

Clubs and Organizations

The Youngtown Public Library 
off ers many services, including:
• FREE WI-FI  
• FREE use of 6 Public Computers 
• FREE DVD rental – over 1,100 to choose from
• FREE Resume’ Assistance
• FREE Tax Forms
• FREE Legal Forms
• Copies $ .15 each
• FREE faxes (with our library card)

AARP Board
MEET: 3rd Tuesday of the month 4:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438

AARP CHAPTER 1
MEET: 1st Friday of the month 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438

AGUA FRIA RANCH HOA
MEET: 2nd Wednesday of the month 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
OFF: August
Ogden & Company/Jackie Monty 623-628-4708

BOOK DISCUSSION CLUB
MEET: 3rd Friday of the month 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Meets in the Youngtown Library 
Heidi Speed – 623-974-3401

CRAFT CORNER
MEET: Every Monday 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Betty Trollen – 623-974-9130

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
MEET: Every Other Month on the 3rd Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
OFF: June, July and August • Teresa Felton – 760-415-5446

YOUNGTOWN CITIZENS’ DOG PARK
MEET: 3rd Saturday of the month 10:30 p.m. to noon
OFF: June, July and August Margaret Chittenden – 480-861-
1576

YOUNGTOWN ART COMMISSION
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
OFF: June, July and August • Val Wilson – 623-810-3137

YOUNGTOWN COMMUNITY FUND
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month 

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Madelon Jeffreys – 623-977-4661

We are fi nally back 
to having monthly in-
person meetings and 
look forward to a great 
year ahead.  Please join us 
for our next meeting on 
June 3rd at 5:00 PM in the 
Youngtown Clubhouse/
Council Chambers for a 
fun fi lled evening.  Our 
Potluck theme will be 
Summer Salads.  Bring 
your favorite salad to 
share.  Plates, utensils, 

and coffee are provided.  
There will be no 

membership fee collected 
in 2022.  Membership 
fees will begin in 
January 2023 and the 
fee is $10 per year per 
person.  You must be 
a member of National 
AARP and provide your 
membership card at that 
time.  

See you on June 3rd!

AARP Historic 
Chapter #1



Were you able 
to com-
plete the 

dog park rules puzzle? 
Thanks to council wom-
an Susan Hout for as-
sisting me with the YVR 
article. If you have a sub-
ject you would like us to 
write about, please con-
tact me.

Citizens’ Dog Park 
board members are chair 
Margaret Chittenden, 
Susan Hout, Kathryn 
French, and Owen Davis. 
Please welcome Irene 
Quirnio, who was sworn 
in at our Youngtown 
council meeting. We are 
pleased to have her join 
our board! We also invite 
anyone to join our com-
mittee as we look for 
feedback from dog park 
users on good function-
al amenities to add to 
our dog park experience! 
Recently a netting was 
installed along the fence 
on 113th avenue north 
of Alabama. The balls our 
furry friends are playing 

with would get through 
to 113th Avenue.  The 
netting should help to 
keep this from happen-
ing.

A few issues have 
come up that need to be 
addressed. Please have 
leashes on your dogs 
from your vehicle till you 
get into the sally ports. 
This will keep all dogs 
and their owners safe 
going to and from the 
dog park. 

Please pick up after 
your pet. Others are step-
ping in the dog waste 
or picking it up, as they 
want to keep the area 
clean and healthy. Re-
member the landscapers 
have to be in their mow-
ers and weeders. How 

would you like poop to 
fl y up into your face? We 
thank you for your co-
operation and consider-
ation of others. 

No alcohol in the park 
at any times. It is unfor-
tunate that this has to be 
discussed or written.

Another mutt mitt box 
has been installed on the 
large dog side along the 
Alabama avenue fence. 
Perhaps this will solve 
some of this issue.

New trees will be add-
ed in fall. Pavers will be 
placed under tables. Ce-
ment under tables was 
not going to be a viable 
option.

Next Citizens’ Dog Park 
meetings are scheduled 
for May 21st and June 
18th at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Youngtown clubhouse 
kitchen area. Please 

come join us and give us
your thoughts and ideas.
There will be no meet-
ings scheduled for July
and August, but the YVR
articles will continue.

Submitted by council
woman Margaret Chit-
tenden. Please call me
for questions or dona-
tions. I can be reached at
480-861-1576. We thank
you for your donations
and continue to utilize
them for enhancements
to the dog park!
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CITIZENS’ 
DOG PARK
Hours of 
Operation
6:00 a.m. to 
10:00 p.m.

NW Corner of 
Alabama & 
113th Avenues

For Information 
& Donations 
623-974-9756

News You Can Use…
Canine Happenings at the Dog Park!

New Board Member Irene 
Quirnio.

Out for a walk with your 
dog, Maricopa Lake

Netting placed along 113th 
Avenue.  Keep bouncing 
balls in the dog park.

Camera installed at dog 
park. To KEEP WATCH!

Busy bees taking a break 
at dog park after a few 
days they left!!!

New Mutt Mitt.
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“Books are a uniquely 
portable magic.” -Stephen 
King

Readers know the 
true connection that can 
only come from fi nding 
another person who loves 
books as much as you do. 
For local author, Tabatha 
Shipley, that magic is what 
fuels her passion and 
ambition to keep writing. 
Every time she connects 
with another reader 
about a title they love, an 
author they cannot put 
down, or a book that stole 
their afternoon, she feels 
empowered to keep her 
pen moving. 

Tabatha is a long-
time resident of nearby 
El Mirage. It was our 
beloved R Bookmark, the 
used bookstore near the 
library, that fi rst drew 
her into Youngtown. On 
recommendation from 
a friend who resides in 

Youngtown, Tabatha 
ventured in to see the 
selection for herself. 
From that fi rst moment 
she stepped foot into the 
haven that was created 
by Deborah and Richard 
Lang, she was in love. 
Now, as the author-in-
residence for that same 
bookstore, Tabatha takes 
great pride in helping 
readers fi nd books they’ll 
enjoy and getting lots of 
book recommendations 

from other avid readers. 
Tabatha is the author 

of seven fantasy and
science fi ction titles aimed 
at teen and young adult 
readers. All of her titles are 
available at the bookstore. 
Come on by, say hi, and 
grab a copy today! 

R Bookmark is open 
Tuesday through Saturday 
from 9 AM to 4 PM for all 
your bookish needs.

THE YOUNGTOWN PUBLIC LIBRARY 
PRESENTS 

WILDMAN PHIL’S  

LIVE ANIMAL SHOW 

Wednesday, June 15, 2022 at 11:00 AM in the  

Youngtown Council Chambers 

 
Learn amazing facts, hear wonderful stories, and meet face to face 

with some of the earth's most amazing creatures such as a Tarantula, 
Gila Monster, Hedgehog, Turtles, Lizards, Snakes, and an Alligator 

 

 

School
>> From page 1

great character in and out of 
the classroom! Elite Explorers 
demonstrate strong leadership and 
great academic achievement on the 

NWEA assessments for reading and 
math.

Due to the partnership between 
Town of Youngtown Council, 
Northwest YMCA, and Discover U, 
all Youngtown students will be able 

to attend the YMCA summer camp 
for FREE from May 31st to July 29th! 
Discover U will also be holding 
their summer school program from 
June 6th through June 17th which 
will also be FREE for all students!

Business Spotlight



With the dry summer 
heat fi rmly established we 
welcome the arrival of the 
monsoon season to bring 
in much needed moisture 
to our Sonoran Desert. 
Although a welcome relief, 
monsoon season can often 
be a dangerous season.

MONSOON SAFETY
 Dust Storms

PULL ASIDE, STAY ALIVE! 
If you encounter a dust 
storm, and cannot avoid 
driving into it, pull off 
the road as far as you can 
safely do so. Turn off your 
headlights and taillights. 
Put your vehicle in “PARK,” 

and/or engage your parking 
brake, and take your foot 
off the brake (so your brake 
lights are not illuminated.) 
Other motorists may tend 
to follow tail lights in an 
attempt to get through the 
dust storm, and may strike 
your vehicle from behind. 

Lightning
When thunder roars, go 

indoors. If you can hear 
thunder, you are close 
enough to be struck by 
lightning. There is no place 
outside that is safe from a 
lightning strike. Remaining 
indoors for 30 minutes after 
seeing the last lightning and 
hearing the last thunder 
will eliminate the risk at the 
end of storms.

Flash Floods
The rainfall from a 

monsoon storm can be of 
a large volume in a short 
time span, causing some 
road fl ooding. Driving 
around barricades is illegal 
and dangerous. Do not let 
children play near storm 
drains or washes after 

a heavy rain. Roadbeds 
may be washed out under 
fl oodwaters. Never drive 
through fl ooded roadways. 
As little as ten inches of 
water can fl oat average-
sized cars, mini-vans, SUVs 
and trucks. Strength of the 
fl ow is the critical force. 
When in doubt, wait it out, 
or fi nd a safer route.

Sand Bags
When the weather 

forecasts potential fl ooding, 
sandbags will be placed in 
the gated lot directly west 

of the Public Works yard 
located at 11117 W. Peoria 
Ave.  There is a large pile 
of sand which residents 
can use to fi ll sandbags. If 
you are concerned about 
potential fl ooding on your 
property, the sandbags and 
sand are free for residents. 
You will need to bring your 
own shovel and fi ll the 
bags on your own. Please 
take only as much as you 
think you will need. We will 
advertise the fl ood advisory 
on the Town digital sign 

boards. One digital sign 
board is located on Olive 
Ave east of Agua Fria Ranch 
Parkway, one is located at 
the intersection of Peoria 
Ave and 111th Ave., and one 
is located at the parking lot 
entrance to the Town Square 
campus located on Alabama 
Ave. If you have questions 
or concerns, please call 
Town Hall at 623-933-8286. 

Public Works 
Information

The services provided 
by the Public Works staff 
consist of the development, 
construction, scheduling 
and maintenance of Public 
Buildings, Streets and the 
Town Parks.

The term “public works” 
in most municipalities also 
refers to the provision of 
utility services to the public. 
However, Youngtown does 
not own its water and 
utilities, so these services 
are provided by private 
utility companies.

Please contact these 
companies for information 

and services:

Electric: APS, 602-371-7171

Water: EPCOR Water, 623-
815-3100 

Natural Gas: Southwest Gas, 
877-860-6020  

Garbage Disposal: Parks and 
Sons, 623-974-4791  

Cable: Cox Communications, 
623-594-1000  

Phone and Internet: Century 
Link, 623 -776-0287 

STREET LIGHT OUTAGES: 
To report a street light 
issue, please contact APS 
at 602-371-7171. You will 
need to provide a Pole 
number which is located 
approximately 6 feet up on 
the street side of the Pole 
and the nearest address 
or cross streets of the Pole 
location. You may also 
report the outage online by 
using the link below.

h t t p : / / w w w . a p s .
c o m / e n / _ l a y o u t s /
a p s c o m / A p s S e r v i c e s /
ReportStreetLightOutage.
aspx
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In The Works 
June 2022

Marty Mosbrucker
Public Works Manager

Thank you to all 
our clients that have 
generously supported the 
Community Fund so far 
this year.  We could not 
keep doing what we do 
without your support.

A special thanks to the 
City of Peoria, the City of 
Surprise, and the West 
Valley Maverick Group 
for the grants that have 
enabled us to purchase new 
equipment or supplies that 
we need.  We are fortunate 
to have these communities 
come to our aid.

Anyone can help us by 

going to Fry’s and name 
us as your charity.  Fry’s 
will send us a quarterly 
check based on purchases 
made.  Best of all, it costs 
you nothing!  No loss of 
gas points!  Also, the same 
if you use Amazon Smile.  
You don’t even have to be 

our client to help us!
We are here to help 

with your medical needs 
after surgery or accident.  
Give us a call at 623-977-
4661.  We are located at 
11215-A W Nevada Ave in 
Youngtown.  Our hours are 
Mon-Sat from 9-1.

Youngtown 
Community Fund
Medical Lending Center

Fourth of July is all about food, fun and 
fi reworks. However, learn how to celebrate 
your freedom and make sure you are aware 
of local fi rework regulations in your area.  
Don’t get confused with the fact that you 
can purchase fi reworks or where they can 
be legally used. 

Here’s a look at Youngtown’s ordinance 
Sec. 9.04.010 It is unlawful for any person 
within town limits to blast or use gun 
powder, fi reworks, or other explosive 
devices unless authorized by the Town 
council. 

The Big fi reworks that explode and go 
up in the air are still illegal to purchase and 
use in Arizona at ANY time such as bottle 
rockets, fi recrackers, roman candles, etc. 

The following Federally deregulated 
novelty items like snappers, party poppers, 
snap caps, glow worms, snakes, toy smoke 
devices, sparklers, wheels are all great to 

use during this celebration. 
If you have any questions, please contact 

Youngtown Code Enforcement at 623-933-
8286.

Have a Safe and Happy 
Independence Day!
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Join us for

STORYTIME
In the Youngtown Public Library 
at 11:00 am every Wednesday! 

Come enjoy a book or two, songs, and crafts. It’s a great 
way to build early literacy, creativity and social skills.
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